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The writing of thi s article has been prompted by tho need to 
put on to paper the details of a scheme adopted in arranGing a 
collection of over 100Dmaps transf erred to the Queensland State 
Archives from the Survey Office, Brisbane , in 1961. The scheme in 
turn owes o. groat deal to :::.dvice given to members of tho .Archives 
staff by Nr. B.. L. Heathcote , who was at tho time visiting Brisbane in 
the course of r esearch he was doing towards a Dootorat o of Philosophy, 
undertaken with the a id of a scholarship at the Australi:::m No.tiora l 
University. However, many of tho things" I shall say have been prompted, 
if only on tho lin8s of the Hegeli:::.n doctrine of the die.lectic) by 
who.t Dr. E.F. Kuriz has written in his o.rticle "Providing the reader with 
maps; a rna tter of co-opor:::ttion betvJeen all major libraries 11 * For I 
ho..ve found much that is stimulating, as well as much that is provoking 
in Dr. Kunz 1 s article. 

Largely becaus0; most of tho m.o.ps we receive aro official 
publications, tho Public Library of Queensland has tacitly burdened 
the State with tho job of arranging and c:>..ring for this type 
of mo.torial. Already several maps hitherto preserved in tho Oxley 
Hemorial Library of Queensland have been sent to the fJ..rchivos for 
description and, :presumably, for intor-filing with related maps 
already in our custody. This arrangement obviously falls far short of 
t he ideal which Dr. Kunz has l aid beforG us, which is 

••• to croQt o a separate mao tarit within tho librarz 
whor e tho librarian in char o and his assistants 
specialise in maos ••• his italics} 

However, it is nn nrr nngernont in keeping with tho practical view of 
things \vO t o.kc on this s ide of the 29th parallal of South Latitude. He 
are part of the Sta t o R8f or ence Library, \vhich h::cs not yet succeeded in 
finding anyone suito.ble t o o.ppoint to tho position of 0fficor-in-chargo 
of r ef oronco sorvico.3 . HoVJ much l oss like ly \..rould it bo f or us to bo 
able to appoint CLn officcr-in-cho.rgo of maps , with speciCLl assistants! 

Tho maps c.re ho.ve r eceivod deal almost exclusively with Queensle,nd 
and Eastern Now Guinea . They CLI'G mostly official publico.tions, and in 
almost all co.sos they have come to us a s :1rchives. This means, amongst 
other things, that they ar o "used copies"• . This factor does not in any 
sense doter an c..rchivist, f or o.ll tho matorinls he deo.ls Hith have that 
much-usod appearnnco of old clothes dumped on the st ops of tho city 
mission. Indood, this fact may inspire tho archivist to make greater 

------------------·-----------------------------------------------------* In Library r esources f or tho no.. t.ion; papers given at tho eleventh 
conforonco of tho Library of L.ustralia ••• fllelbourne, 
tho ASSOc., 1961., pp 136-144. 
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efforts in finding out about the maps - in discovering , for instance, 
1>1ho used thGm, for W"ho.t purposo, c,nd during wh:::.t period . For in 
tho answers to these questions lies tho clue as to Hhat provono.nce 
shall bo attributed t o thorn. Froquently two id:::mticc.l copi es of tho 
one map o.ro sEmt to different do_partments. The uso to which thoy may 
bo put by the Offico, on the one hand, and tho Priclly Pear 
Land Commission, on the oth-.:; r, will determine what significance those 
maps ho.ve in .s.n 2.rchivos institution. Tho libro.rian mo..y care v ory 
little as to Hhat a se a mo..p has been put to; he may ovon prefer, as I 
suspect Dr. Kunz vJOuld, to h2..vo mint copios, unsoiled by tho dirty 
hands of c. my£ic.d departmental clerks. To tho archi vist, overy thumb 
print is 2.. precious memento of departmental use and an inva lu'7.ble 
finger post pointing t o provenance, tho so.cred covl of the profess:i.on. 

With 1l collGction Hhich omc.'.nc:.tos m2..inly from de pnrtmontal sources 
surely ccuthorship i s o.. concept of very little significance. It is 
obviously impossible to reconcile author and provenance as "persons" 
t o whom tho m.=dn entry should be given, o.nd the archivist 1,rill 
certainly prefer provunn.ncu. But tho choico of main entry will not 
nece ssarily determine tho arrangement to which a soriGs of maps is 
t o be subjected. Dr. Kunz, on tho other hand, suggests they should 
be arranged according to o.r oa , and his 11ar oc. card 11 is tho main entry 
in his co.taloguo. In tho collection of maps with which the Queensland 
State Lrchivos i s dea ling, tho use of nroa coviJrod as the criterion-
by which they shcmld be arrc'.ngod is not considered practicable. 
Dr. Kunz is writing about vractices in a libro.ry which caters for ma P-
r oa.ders whoso inter ests may cover a ny part of tho globe. In the 
Queensland our interests ur e concentra ted on that precious 
province, knmm until 1957 c.s tho Socialist Fifth of 

vJith the typc:l of map with which most State archives institutions 
will bo dealing, the ilbiding principla to be observed i s tho.t of 
rospoct des fonds. Next to the integrity of serios is the 
m::;st :i.Jnportant considero.ti ::,n . It would be quite ridicul::ms to 
classify one sheet of a four-mil0s-to-the-inch grid map of queensland 
as n map of tho Longreo.ch district, when thoro a ro 125 sheets in the 
entire series . This is part of a map of C}ueensland, c,nd it Jtust be 
ctrra nge d with the other 124 sheets. 

It etppoars t o me, in fact, tha t tho criterion tho.t ought to be 
adopted in arranging the mo.ps :Jf any one state or territory is that 
of scale , except ·v;h ore the use of this cri teri:Jn would conflict lvith 
provenc..nco or ,ros poct des It is seldom tho.t sheets of Q given 
se ries differ from one /lllOther in scale , o.lthGugh this phenomemn has 
been noticed in tvJO insta n.cos in tho raaps of which I am Hriting at tho 
moment. In one of these, tho sorios \ms tho Queensland run maps, which 
were produced in eight mile s a nd twelve miles to tho inch sheets. In 
Qnother, a six-sheet 11Pc.stt'.l map of Queensland", 1910, 16 miles t o the inch, 
ha s one sheet principally occupie d by an inset map of the south-east 
part of the Stnto , drawn at 8 miles t o tho inch. 
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Arrangement by scale is convenient because it is easy to 
r emember, and it provides a simple method of determining the location 
in the stacks of one mnp in r el o.tion to all others. From experience 
I would say that one of the bi ggest problems in administering a 
collection of maps is putting them away aft er consultation. They 
must, of course , be extracted from their filing drawers by skilled 
l abour, for it is usually only the skilled assistant who can locat e 
the correct map for the enquirer. If tho system of arrangement is 
by scal e , however, I think the puttin3 away of the maps can be l eft 
to semi-skilled assistants . Such an arrungcment very much commends 
itself to the present writer. 

Dr. Kunz in his article already noticed t olls us that the Mitchell 
Library arrangos maps by c.rGaj and clo..s sifios catalogue cards on the 
same principle . In this -..my, he says , "the syst em dispenses fuE.y Hi th 
ambiguous and overlapping geographical t errninology 11 • Just how this 
can be true i s not clear, as geographical t erminology, and 
overlapping or not, would seem to me to be essential in o..ny method of 
arranging or describing maps . If tho No..p Department of the Nitchell 
Library developed a system of cat alocuing by substituting numbers 
for place name s, I am sure it is all very convenient for its own staff. 
I am inclined to suspect that students have some difficulty in 
consulting the cat alogue , however' that is, until they have learned 
t ho l anguage. Tho truth is, tho.t the number 823 used by the Map 
Department of the Mitchell Library means Gippsland.- It is no more 
a precise method of r ef erring to that part of Victoria than the use 
of t he word Gippsland. If itnas to bo explained to any person, the 
word Gippsland has to be used in tho explanation. So why claim that 
"ambiguous and overlapping googr c.phical t erminology" has been fully 
dispensed with? 

In the Stat e Archives, we have found that key maps 
provide the most useful singl e finding- aid to the location of a 
particular map. Dr. Kunz hints at the use of key maps , but he does 
not tell us very rr.-nah about them. In tho Queensland Stat e Archives, 
the key maps have nearly all had to be compiled by the State Archives 
st aff. In the co.se of the pro ;3ont-day four-miles-to-tho-inch maps, the 
key map could bo obtained from the Survey Office. Tho oarler series 
at this scal e , the two-miles-to-the-inch series, and various l ar ger-
scal e maps of r estricted ar eas (forty and twenty chain maps of the 
Darling Downs, Moreton and Wide Bay/Burnett Districts, for instance) . 
r equired the drawing of special key maps. To do this, a map of about 
fool sc2.p size i s chosen, which shows tho whole ar ea. of country cover ed 
by the serie s to be 11keyed 11 • It will, of course , bo of consider ably 
smaller scal e t han the maps in series. On it, will be drawn 
lines to r epresent tho limits of the various maps in the sories , and 

those limits thus r epresented will be shown the number of the 
appr opriate map within the series . On the back of the key map will be 
r ecordGd the serial ' numbers of the maps :making up the series, and 

tho dates and other dat a concerning tho maps. Finally some 
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indica.tion will be given of the a.ccession numbers of the vc.rious maps, 
for these numbers will provide the clue to the ::o urce of the maps 
a.nd the do.te they came into the archives. 

The whole t2.sk of drc..wing key mo.ps i s not easy. the vc.rious 
sheets making up the serios c..r o the same size (and drc..wn to tho same 
sc.s.l o of course) o.nd when ther e is very little overl.J..fl , or such 
overlc..p c.s ther e is:is0leo.rly indicc..tod, the problems are not very grc .. 
But ther e are often unexpected difficulties, and we have still f niled 
to find 2. way of drc.wing n key mc,p to certain le.rge sco.l e maps of the 
Moreton district of queensland. 

With uhose constituent sheets do not represent c.rec..s o1' 
regulnr (e .g. quadrilateral) shupe, o.dditiono.l difficulties are 
encountor ed. This is especially true of maps of olectorc..tes, local 
government p:::,storo.l dist r icts, counties :::.nd pr..rishos. But some 
of these o.re pnrt s of series, c..nd the use of key maps is much to be 
commended. vJe have been c,bl o t o copy photographically small outline 
maps of counties, showing boundaries of constituent parishes, o.nd on 
these photogro.phic copies He ha.vc chown for which of the parishes we 
have maps (i. e . in the 40 chains series). Similo..r methods have 
em.bled us t o drm-1 key maps of counties (2 miles to the inch) nnd of 
pc..store .. l districts (various scc.l es ). The illustrc,tion included in 
this issue shows which of tho pa.storal district mc..ps wa hr1.ve in the 
run maps serios. This wns a. combination of a. grid and nn irregular 
bounda.ry method of dividing the Stc,t e for mapping purposes , c.nd is 
frcmght with some pitfo.lls. Different colours aro used in the key 
mc.ps in use in tho ii.rchives to differentiat e between c.r ens differently 
covor ed \y mc.ps. In this reproduction colour could not be used, of 
course. 

In nddition t o the key mnps, 1..re ha.ve found tho..t only one additional 
finding-c.id is necessa.ry, :_md thnt is an index to geogretphical names 
covered by tho maps . I hnvo already indicnted tha.t we do not shnre 
Dr. Kunzsdi strust of pla.ce-no.mes. We find that they hwe boen used 
with r emnrknblo consistency in C.,2ueonsland. For instance, the fifteen 
pnstor::cl of t hi s Stc.te h.Cl.VG been fixed for 100 yenrs, the 
boundctrios hc.ving been c.ltored very little, o.nd the names not nt all. 
I do not r emember seeing the two Gregory districts named otherwise 
than in tho inverted form, nor do I r emember seeing tho Kennedy 
di stricts named in tho inverted form, in 2.ny off icial document .. Wide 
Bay and Burnett c.ro often combined as one district but this is a 
development ono might expect when some of the other districts were so 
largo in comparison. 

Tho nD.mos of counties a.nd parishes are reliable enough, surely. 
Burke , Burnett, Coole, Dnrling Downs, Gregory North, GrGgroy South, 
Loichh2.rdt, Mc.rc.noa, Mitchell, Moreton, North Kennedy, Port Curtis 
South Konnedy, Warrogo and Wide Ba.y • 
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Names of tovms and even cities chango, of course, but these changes 
are generally memorable enough, and a f ew cross r ef erences in the index 
would cover most of those wo are likely to need. I vJOuld suggest that 
tho unso.tisfactory nature of ::::coc:;raphical place-names lies , not so much 
in the names themselves, as in tho inconsistent uso that has been made 
of them. There are certainly some ar eas covered by place-names whose 
boundari es (and tho names themselves ) will change over the years. 
Some of t ho best exnmples ar e electoral districts and local government 
ar eas . I do not see that tho use of numbers instead of names wil1 
obviat e this difficulty. If an enquirer wants a map showing tho 
boundaries of tho Woothakata :3t ate Electorate in 1910, he uill not be 
satisfied to be shown a map of the county of Chelmsford o Wo must 
accept the f acts that Woothakata was a name given to an electoral 
district, th[.t :its boundaries Here changed under several r edistributions, 
and that students may well ask to soe maps of it. It seems to me 
therefore, thnt the best vray to index any m'lp we may have of this 
el ectoral district is under the name Woothakata. 

In tho arrangement and description of our maps, it boon 
discovered that the rules \vo applied to other public records could not 
be applied to this cartographic material. Just as Dr. Kunz discovered 
that ordinary library practice not bo applied to maps, so we 
have discover ed \JG cc.nnot use o..rchival techniques in their entirety. 
Both library o..nd nrchivcl l methods help us in some phases of tho work, 
but in tho last analysis wo found ourselves to be doaling with something 
differert. Our accession r egi sters provide for items to be entered in 
the order in which they ar e received in the Archives, and this 
constitutes a listing, adequate for all time, of tho individual items 
we receivoo Serie s guides or preliminary inventories 
may provide find ing aids o..t the s eries level of description; but 
nothing condescends to tho level of the individual item (i.e. 
accession unit) will be attempted again. This is all very well for 
the gr antor proportion of the public records we deal with. It will 
not do , however , f or the maps. It would be stupid to ke ep separat e 
from one another two sheets of tho same map series, for ench of which 
the l ast o..dministrative use w:.:.s made , say, by the Land Tax Office , 
merely boco..u se they came to us at separate times. In our terminology, 
they are parts of differ ent tr2.nsfers, o..nd, if they wor e ordinary 
public r ecords, Hould never be listed i!l one entry in an nccession 
records because of that f act. But clearly with maps exceptions have 
to be made. The date of their coming into archival custody is of less 
importance than t heir complementary relationship to one another. 
Whereas two pccrts of tho same series of ordinary public r ecords would 
not be brought t ogether until tho r ecord group as a whole was clnssifiod , 
mnps can scarcely be allowed to suffer tho same delo..ys. Tho need to 
shelve maps in special cabinets of large shallow dro..wors also 
predisposes ono to shelve all maps, no matter when thoy came to tho 
archives, in tho ono part of tho repository. 

Tho outcome of these fnctors is that the l ar ge tro..nsfor of Survey 
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Office maps mcmtionod at tho opening of this article has no longer iden-
tity · c,s a sc;:pc..rc..t c transf ur. It he.s been supplemented by 
subs,::quent tr[cnsfer s of c.. similar type , a nd the so are arrc..nged by 
(firstly) provonc..nco, secondly by series , c..nd thirdly by scc..lo. 

Hhc;:r e individua l mc..ps do not belonr; to c..ny pc..rticulc..r s eries, they 
are insert ed within the syst em c.ccording to scale. Hhore a. series 
ha s maps of various scal es within it, it is f iled c..cc ording to the 
scal e of the gr eat est number of its p1 rts. 

It is too oarly to say hovr vroll tho system works. Cortc..inly 
I 1-.rould not be o.bl o to r eel off n list of seemingly difficult 
onqu1.r1.es such c..s Dr e Kunz d.:;tc..ils on p. 141 of tho article I hav e 
h::td under notice, 1-.rhich ho claims t h2.t his st aff had to deal with in 
thu I..Jeeks inu:ncdb.tely prior to his "'tri.t:ing his p8.pGr, a.nd vlhich he 
says they wero able to o.nswor I.Jithin minutes! It would hc.ve been 
more interesting if ho heed listed a s imilar number of his f a ilures , 
f or without some such st c..t eme nt ::.s this it is impossible to judge 
of tho effe ctiveness of t ho Libr c..ry 1s syst em. 

However, I hav e vJOrkod vri th these ma.ps for a sufficiGntly long 
time to know thc.ct the sort of co-opor o..tion Dr. Kunz ploa.ds for is 
vory d,;siro.ble. He vro.nts o.ll tho major libr aries to co-oper ate. i n 
three fi elds. The fir st of those i s in providing a.ccession lists 
and other aids to mo.p se l ection. Tho second is in providing 
c.ss istance in establishing dc.t es f or undated mctps; a nd tho third is 
in tho provision of reciproca l resea.rch and photogr D.phic SGrvicos. 

It vrould be inter esting to knm..r vrhether other archives 
institutions and libraries are in c:.ny vCJ.y intur Gsted in the type of 
co-oper ation Dr. Kunz suggests. Like .. nd , some of the other 
Sta.tcs mc:y not be c,blG to trtk·.J thd administra.tivG stop ("tho 
appointment of n senior .•:tnd a n able librc,rian -vrith cc.pf' .. city to 
ndnpt or dov ol op a. system suitable for ma.ps <J.nd t o creat e n map 
unit 11 ) which Dr. Kunz suggests. How:Jv or, perhc .. ps our f ailure to 
omul::.t o the Mitchell Libr c.ry in this r 0gard vrill not milito..te against 
our co-operatine:; in other vrays. In viov of tho interest th2.t 
member s of the Archives SiJction 1-.rould h['..VC in thi s subject, I vrould 
think it not in2..pproprio..t o f or Archives a nd Mn.nuscri·et§. to provide 
tho f orum for its discussion. 
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12 and 8 mile run maps 

Accession nurrillers 37/33 and 37/65-70 

Darling Downs , 12 mile 1883, 1900 (flat) 
Leichhardt 12 mile 1884 (flat) 
Maranoa 12 mile 1893 (flat) 
North Kennedy 12 mile 1885 (flat) 
North and ,South Kennedy (in two sheets) 

1885 12 mile (folded) 
Warrego and Gregory South Sheets 1 and 2 

37/65 
37/65 
37/65 
37/65 

37/33 

(the l atter in two parts) 12 mile 
n.d., 1882, 1893 

Warrego SheeC. 1 12 I'iile 
(flat) 37/66 
(folded) 37/33 

Gregory North Sheet 4 12 nile 
1892 , 1905 

Gregory North Sheet 4 8 nile n.d. 
Gregory North Sheet 9 12 r,1ile 1896 

1904 
Gregory North Sheet 9 8 mile n.d. 
Gregory North Sheets 4 9 12 nile 
Burke part of Sheet 8 12 mile· 1883 
Burke Sheet 3 12 mile n.d., 1895 
Burke Sheet 3 12 nile 1891, 1902 
But'ke Sheet 3 8 mile n.d. 

(flat) 
(flat) 

(flat) 
(flat) 
(flat) 
(folded) 
(folded) 
(flat) 
(flat) 

Burke and Cook Sheet 8 12 nile 1909, 
1906 (flat) 

Burke and Cook Sheet 8 8 nile n.d. (flat) 
Burke, Cook and North Kennedy Sheet 

13 12 nil e 1910 
Cook Sheet 7 12 nile n.d., 1890 
Cook Sheet 7 12 mile 1908, 1891 
Cook Sheet 7 8 nile n.d. 
Cook Sheet 12 12 nile 1909, 1892 
Cook Sheet 12 8 nile nod. 
Leichhardt and North and South Kennedy 

(flat) 
(folded) 
(flat) 
(flat) 
(flat) 
(flat) 

and Mitchell 12 nile 1884 (flat) 
Torres Strait Islands (and northern tip of 

Cape York Peninsula) 12 r,1ile 1892, 1901 
(flat) 

37/67 
37/67 

37/67 
37/67 
37/67 
37/33 
37/33 
37/68 
37/68 

37/68 
37/68 

37/68 
37/33 
37/69 
37/69 
37/69 
37/69 

37/70 

37/70 
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KEY M.A'P FCR THE 
QUEEITSLANTI RUN r.1Al'S SERIES 

9.JOUTH 

PACIFIC 

See reverse for ""Ccession numbers, and dates 
shows districts for -vrhich we hold 
8 miles to the inch maps 

shows districis for which vre hold 
12 miles to the inch maps 

shows districts for which we have, in addition to the flat 
filed maps s_t 12 miles to the inch, maps · cut into sections 
for folding at 12 miles to the inch. 
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